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the sharer  of  his joy   and   his  helpmeet  in the
government of his kingdom."

Now as the old man spoke he and his company
vanished from the sight of the princess and instead
of the pleasant hermitage she saw before her only the
dark gloomy glades of the forest. For a long time
the princess gazed around her in bewilderment and
then went on her way again till she came to a beauti-
ful tree which bears a name meaning " the end of
sorrow/5 The name reminded her of her need, and
she spoke softly to the tree, for she felt impelled to
pretend that the inhuman things of the forest were
her companions to save her wearied brain from the
madness of .lonely despair. Passing onward once
again she came upon a company of merchants with
horses, elephants, and waggons making their way
across a stream. She came suddenly among these
men, and they gazed at her in great amazement.
Some thought that she was a goddess of the woods,
and falling on their knees before her begged her
favour upon their enterprise. Others were afraid of
her and ran away in their fear, while others again
mocked at her and roughly told her to make known
her name and her purpose.

The princess spoke gently to the leader of the
caravan and asked the question which was now the
whole of her life.

" Hast thou seen Nala, my king ? Quick, tell me,
and if thou canst, bring me comfort."

" We saw many evil beasts in the forest," said the
captain, " but we neither saw nor heard of him you